
Carols for chorus and audience.  You can book tickets (£16) online; the link 
is on our website. 

Sunday 5th December: At 7.00 pm TODAY!  A concert by Taplow Girls’ 
Choir. Duration one hour (no interval). Varied programme including music 
by Elgar, Eleanor Daley and Cesar Franck, together with some delightful 
solo and duet items and some young and very talented instrumentalists. 
Tickets at the door £10 (£5 under 12). 
 
 

Last verse of last hymn 
Rejoice in God’s Saints, whose legends and deeds 
Speak clear words of hope for those in great need,  
O Holy Saint Nicolas, join in our prayer,  
As we now our love show, as, people who care.  

 

Father, this second week of Advent, keep us in perfect peace  
as our mind stays on the truth of your powerful love. Help us to trust fully 
in you and rest in the peace that you offer. Amen 
 

Services/Events this week 
 

Wednesday, 8th December: 9:30 to 11:30am Taplow Tots & Tea 
12:30pm Midweek Eucharist at St Nicolas Church 
Friday, 10th December: 2:30 to 3:30pm Snic Snacks 
Saturday, 11th December: Slough Philharmonic Concert 
Sunday, 12th December: 9.15: Communion at St Anne;s 10:45: Parish 
Eucharist at St Nicolas Church 6:00pm Carol Singing at Taplow Riverside. 
 

 

Open Hearts                                             Open Minds                                            Open Doors  

Today is our Patronal Festival: St Nicolas.  A warm welcome 
to you for this special Festival Service which is also being    
live-streamed; you will not be seen on the screen.  We hope 
you will join us after the service for warmed mince pies and 
a glass of port or sherry. 
 

Collect (or Prayer for Today) 

O Lord, raise up, we pray, your power and come among us, and with great 
might succour us; that whereas, through our sins and wickedness we are 
grievously hindered in running the race that is set before us, your bountiful 
grace and mercy may speedily help and deliver us; through Jesus Christ your 
Son our Lord, to whom with you and the Holy Spirit, be honour and glory, 
now and for ever,  Amen. 

First Reading: Philippians 1: 3-11.  Paul’s Prayer for the Philippians 

I thank my God every time I remember you, constantly praying with joy in 
every one of my prayers for all of you, because of your sharing in the gospel 
from the first day until now.  I am confident of this, that the one who began 
a good work among you will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ.  
It is right for me to think this way about all of you, because you hold me in 
your heart, for all of you share in God’s grace with me, both in my 
imprisonment and in the defence and confirmation of the gospel.  For God 
is my witness, how I long for all of you with the compassion of Christ Jesus. 
And this is my prayer, that your love may overflow more and more with 
knowledge and full insight to help you to determine what is best, so that in 
the day of Christ you may be pure and blameless, having produced the 

Further information on St Nicolas Church Website: 
http://st-nicolas-taplow.org 

If you need to contact the Vicar, you can ring her on 
01628 661182 or email her:   
janecresswell523@gmail.com 

Notices in the Pew Leaflet: If you have a notice or news 
for the Pew Leaflet, please email it to Jim Oliver 
(oliverjim1@sky.com) by the end of the Wednesday 
preceding the Sunday date you want it in. This leaflet is on 
the website from the Friday before Sunday. 



harvest of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ for the glory and 
praise of God. 

The Gospel: Luke 3: 1-6.  The Proclamation of John the Baptist 

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate 
was governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip 
ruler of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, 
during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to 
John son of Zechariah in the wilderness.  He went into all the region around 
the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, 
as it is written in the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah, “The voice of 

one crying out in the wilderness: 
‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make 
his paths straight.  Every valley shall 
be filled, and every mountain and hill 
shall be made low, and the crooked 
shall be made straight, and the rough 
ways made smooth; and all flesh shall 
see the salvation of God.’” 

Anthem: The Gloria by Neil Matthews 

Post Communion Prayer 

Father in heaven, who sent your Son to redeem the world and will send him 
again to be our judge: give us grace so to imitate him in the humility and 
purity of his first coming that, when he comes again, we may be ready to 
greet him with joyful love and firm faith; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

News and Notices 

 St Nicolas: The historical saint was a 
Greek called Nikolaos (in English "Nicolas", 
although often spelled "Nicholas").  He is 
thought to have been born about 270 AD in 
Patara (in modern-day Turkey) and became 
Bishop of Myra (in south-west Turkey).  He 
had a reputation as a healer, as a theologian 

and as a generous and charitable Christian leader.  There are many 
stories about incidents in his life including him rescuing three girls from 
being forced into prostitution by dropping a sack of gold coins through 
the window of their house each night for three nights so their father 
could pay a dowry for each of them. Other stories tell of him calming a 
storm at sea, saving three innocent soldiers from wrongful execution, 
and chopping down a tree possessed by a demon.  One famous legend 
tells how he resurrected three children, who had been murdered and 
pickled in brine by a butcher planning to sell them as pork during a 
famine.  His death is said to have occurred in 343 AD on 6th December 
and this day, our Patronal Festival, is celebrated in many different 
countries as St. Nicolas' Day.  Our church is one of around 400 in 
England which were dedicated to him. 

Our North Aisle Stalls: After the service this 
morning, in addition to our Christmas Cards 
and Woodwork sales, our monthly Traidcraft 
stall returns.  Phil and Pam have set out what 
we are committed to as a church and 
Traidcraft has accepted us as a “Fairtrade 
Church”.  What this means is that in addition 
to our monthly stall, Pam will offer cake and 
jam during Fairtrade Fortnight to raise our 
awareness of trading fairly and we will 
purchase Fairtrade goods for all our church 
needs: biscuits, coffee, tea, kitchen rolls, toilet 
rolls etc.  We will also explore involving local youth organisations 
during Fairtrade Fortnight learning more about trading fairly.   

 Slough Philharmonic come to St Nicolas: On Saturday, 11th December 
at 7:30pm, we are pleased to welcome Slough 
Philharmonic to our lovely church.  The concert 
programme includes Mozart’s Missa Brevis, Handel’s 
Concerto Grosso Op.6 No 1 in G and ‘The King shall 
rejoice’ (Coronation Anthem), a Vivaldi Aria, Gibbons 
‘This is the record of John’, Marcello Oboe concerto plus  


