
• Taplow Talks: the Friends of St Nicolas 
Church begin their bi-monthly Taplow 
Talks in January.  The first on is on  
Thursday, 20th January starting 
with coffee and dessert at 7:00pm       
followed by the talk at 7:30pm.  The 
first speaker is Elias Kupfermann,                       
a professional historian and                
archaeologist who will take us through the amazing history of Taplow 
Court with particular reference to its links with our church. Tickets 
(£10 including coffee and dessert) are available in Church, online 
(Click ’The Friends>Taplow Talks’ on our website) or you can email 
Nicki at Paxcottage@aol.com.   

• Quiz Night: On Saturday, 22nd January, we have 
a quiz night at St Nicolas Church at 6:00pm.   
Tickets are £7.50 from nicolamole@aol.com.  You 
can make up a table of 6/8 or just come on your 
own.  Light refreshments are included. 

• Service Sheets: Finally, please could we ask you NOT to take your    
service sheets home with you?  We aren’t using single use service 
sheets now and our Christmas and Epiphany season service sheets 
have all been printed in glorious colour on the basis that we will use 
them for the next few years.  To save us having to print more copies, 
please leave your service sheet at the back of church at the end of the 
service.  Thank you. 

Services/Events this week 

 Wednesday, 5th January: 3:00-3:30pm at St Nicolas Church: Hope 
Cafe 

 Friday, 7th January: 2:30-3:30pm at St Nicolas Church: Snic Snacks 

 Sunday, 9th January: 09:15: Holy Communion at St Anne’s Church, 
Dropmore   10:45: Parish Communion at St Nicolas Church, Taplow. 

Further information on St Nicolas Church Website: http://st-nicolas-
taplow.org 

If you need to contact the Vicar, you can ring her on 01628 661182 or 
email her:           janecresswell523@gmail.com 

Notices in the Pew Leaflet: If you have a notice or news for the  Pew 
Leaflet, please email it to Jim Oliver (oliverjim1@sky.com) by the end 
of the Wednesday preceding the Sunday date you want it in. 

                St Anne’s Church, Littleworth Common 

        St Nicolas’ Church, Taplow 

                 Epiphany 

Sunday, 2nd January, 2022 

We are part of  

Open Hearts                             Open Minds                             Open Doors 

A warm welcome to you for this morning’s 
Parish Communion Service subject to the 

Covid restrictions in place. 

A Collect or Prayer for Today 

O God, who by the leading of a star manifested your only Son to the 
peoples of the earth: mercifully grant that we, who know you now by 
faith, may at last behold your glory face to face; through Jesus Christ 
your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.   Amen. 

The First Reading: Ephesians 3: 1-12   Paul’s Ministry to the Gentiles 

This is the reason that I Paul am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake 
of you Gentiles—for surely you have already heard of the commission of 
God’s grace that was given me for you, and how the mystery was made 
known to me by revelation, as I wrote above in a few words, a reading 
of which will enable you to perceive my understanding of the mystery of 
Christ.  In former generations this mystery was not made known to    
humankind, as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and    
prophets by the Spirit: that is, the Gentiles have become fellow heirs, 
members of the same body, and sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus 
through the gospel. 

Of this gospel I have become a servant according to the gift of God’s 
grace that was given me by the working of his power.  Although I am the 
very least of all the saints, this grace was given to me to bring to the 
Gentiles the news of the boundless riches of Christ, and to make       
everyone see what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God 
who created all things; so that through the church the wisdom of God in 



its rich variety might now be made known to the rulers and authorities 
in the heavenly places.  This was in accordance with the eternal        
purpose that he has carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, in whom we 
have access to God in boldness and confidence through faith in him. 

The Gospel Reading: Matthew 2: 1-12   The Visit of the Wise Men 

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, 
wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the child 
who has been born king of the Jews?  For we observed his star at its 
rising, and have come to pay him homage.”  When King Herod heard 
this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and calling together 
all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them 
where the Messiah was to be born.  They told him, “In Bethlehem of 
Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: ‘And you, Bethlehem, 
in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 
for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.’” 

Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the 
exact time when the star had appeared.  Then he sent them to        
Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child; and when 
you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him 
homage.”  When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, 
ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it 
stopped over the place where the child was.  When they saw that the 
star had stopped, they were   
overwhelmed with joy.  On       
entering the house, they saw the 
child with Mary his mother; and 
they knelt down and paid him 
homage. Then, opening their 
treasure chests, they offered him 
gifts of gold, frankincense, and 
myrrh.  And having been warned 
in a dream not to return to Herod, 
they left for their own country by 
another road. 

Anthem: From the rising of the sun  Frederick Ouseley  

From the rising of the sun unto the going down of the same, my Name 
shall be great among the Gentiles and in every place incense shall be 

offered up onto my name.  For my name shall be great                           
among the heathen, thus saith the Lord.  

Post Communion Prayer 

Lord God, the bright splendour whom the nations seek: may we who with 
the wise men have been drawn by your light discern the glory of your  
presence in your Son, the Word made flesh, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

News and Notices 

• Christmas Services and Events: In spite of all the necessary 
restrictions to keep us safe, we were able to celebrate 
Christmas by opening the church on days leading up to 
Christmas, we held a wonderfully moving service of nine 
lessons and carols, there was carol singing in the local community, a 
greatly appreciated ’Meet the Nativity’ on Christmas Eve followed by 
our Midnight and daytime services in both of our churches.  Huge 
thanks to all those who made this possible through decorating the 
church with our Christmas tree, providing refreshments for visitors, 
singing beautiful Christmas music, enacting the Nativity and leading our 
worship.  Jane and Suzanne thank everyone for their cards and good 
wishes for Christmas too. 

• Traidcraft Stall: It’s the first Sunday in the month 
today so our traidcraft stall is open after the   
service.  Why not make a new year resolution to 
try to ensure that you buy fairly trained goods? 

• Events starting up again this week: 

 Hope Café: We will be welcoming anyone at any stage of their journey 
of loss or bereavement at our monthly Hope Café next Wednesday, 
(5th) from 2:00pm to 3:30pm.  It is a safe space to come and relax, 
have a cuppa, and appreciate the company of others who have also 
experienced loss in their lives.  No need to book in advance, just 
come! 

 Snick Snacks: offering tea, coffee and snacks to parents collecting   
children from school starts again after the Christmas break on Friday, 
(7th) from 2:30pm to 3:30pm. 

• Taplow Tots & Tea: This begins again on Wednesday, 12th January 
from 9:30am to 11:30am. 


