
 
If  you have ideas, thoughts or questions about 

The Friends, contact Nicki Jeffries,                      
Friends Co-ordinator on  07801504681 

paxcottage@aol.com 

Our Mission Priorities: This year, our 

Annual Parochial Church Meeting      

re-affirmed our commitment to three 

priorities for action.  We’ll keep you 

posted regarding progress as we move 

forward. 

New Developments:  The south aisle 

at St Nicolas Church now has         

comfortable seating, tables and chairs and even a large television screen all of 

which are used during the week.  We have Snics Snacks on 

Friday afternoons for parents before collecting children from 

school, Taplow Tots & Tea on Wednesday mornings for    

parents with pre-school children, we are running a            

fortnightly evening discussion course reflecting on the film 

‘Chocolat’ and from December on the first Wednesday of 

each month, we will have Hope Café for people who have 

experienced loss in their lives. 

Friends fund Mission Developments: The Friends are already 

able to respond to new developments by funding a fridge-freezer 

and a licence to show DVDs in the church.  We are so grateful for 

your support as Friends to enable the church to achieve its      

mission objectives. 

Knowing what is going on: The Calendar on the St         

Nicolas Church website is a great way of knowing what is 

happening when at St Nicolas Church.  You will find details 

of the Annual Remembrance Service on 14th November 

and then all the Christmas Services and Events into the new 

year will be listed there too.  Next Newsletter in February. 

 Click ‘The Friends’ tab on the Church website 

 Enter ‘St Nicolas Church, Taplow’ on Facebook to follow us 

and watch St Nicolas Church videos on our You Tube channel 

 Nicki’s contact details are below if you’d like to write/talk 
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The Friends first Annual Event 
In September, more than forty registered Friends gathered at St 

Nicolas Church for our first ‘get-together’.  After a celebratory drink 

of champagne and wonderful canapes, members of our choir sang 

for us and we enjoyed some beautiful ‘cello music with piano      

accompaniment.  This was followed by an illustrated talk from Phil 

Taylor on the history of St Nicolas Church going back more than a 

thousand years.  It was fascinating to learn about the church    

community throughout the history of Taplow and how the present 

church came to be built.  Our church with features designed by 

George Gilbert Scott, famous stained glass 

windows and the oldest religious brass in 

the country has much to be cherished.  

Many of us stayed behind to look at some 

of the features which Phil highlighted for 

us.  The book ‘Tales of Taplow’ also tells 

the story of the church and is still available 

for purchase at the church. 

When you can visit our church at present; 

• Sundays: 10:15 to 12:00 [Service at 10:45] 

• Wednesdays: 11:30 to 1:15pm [Service at 12:30] 

• Fridays: 2:30pm to 3:30pm (term time only) — Snic Snacks 

The Lady Chapel is reserved for private prayer and meditation.   
There are materials there to support this. 

https://www.istockphoto.com/photo/thank-you-grunge-seal-gm186308504-27200903?utm_source=pixabay&utm_medium=affiliate&utm_campaign=SRP_image_sponsored&referrer_url=http%3A%2F%2Fpixabay.com%2Fimages%2Fsearch%2Fthank%2520you%2520clip%2520art%2F&utm_term=tha


The Scarecrow Festival: During the last week of October, St Nicolas Church 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 hosted a community Scarecrow Festival which began with our monthly Worship  

for All service and continued throughout the following week.  We collected many 

bags full of food tins which went to Burnham Food Share.  During the week, 

many people from our village called in for tea, coffee and cake and to vote for 

their best scarecrow.  Some had not been in the church before and enjoyed 

looking around and finding out what goes on.  The week ended with a ‘Bonfire 

and Bangers’ (sausages not fireworks!) party in the Rectory Garden when more 

than ninety people celebrated the end of an memorable week which also raised 

over £1000 to support church activities and contribute to the UNICEF Yemen 

appeal. 

Taplow Talks Coming Soon: The Friends are launching bi-monthly special  

interest talks with coffee and dessert.  The first one is 

on Thursday, 20th January at 7:00pm by Elias       

Kupfermann who is a professional historian and    

archaeologist. He runs his own heritage consultancy. 

He has been researching and carrying out               

archaeological excavations in the grounds of Taplow 

Court for the last 20 years.  His talk will go back to the 

time when the area was first inhabited and later converted into hillfort in the 

Iron Age.  The talk will look briefly at the princely burial in the old churchyard 

and finally explore the development of the house from the seventeenth century 

to the present day.  Details of this and future talks are on the Friends page of 

our website and we will email Friends nearer the time regarding how to get   

tickets.  Do join us if you can; these talks are for you! 

Spot the real Curate!  Rev. Suzanne leads our harvest worship 

Jenny Harris 

Getting to know us: this month’s ‘Friends’ profile 

Many years ago, I joined the Gilbert and Sullivan big 

sing organised by Gillian and as a result joined her son 

Mark’s choir.  A chat with Gillian at a choir concert 

found me at St Nic’s choir practice the following Friday 

and the start of a new chapter in my life as a member 

of St Nicolas.  I did wonder what I’d got myself into 

when almost immediately I was preparing for the first 

Psalmathon to raise money for a new piano.  I’ll never forget the smell 

of Pizza filling the church on Sunday morning after our supper late on 

the Saturday.  And what a great piano we have. 

Having now moved away from Taplow, so many of my memories of St 

Nicolas inevitably involve music making; our anthems every week, the 

St Anne’s day Evensong (don’t forget the cream teas), singing in       

cathedrals as well as our festivals at Easter, Christmas and Harvest.  I 

particularly loved the Holy Saturday evening service although on one 

memorable occasion the choir managed to disrupt the whole thing by 

tripping over the step, crashing into one another and knocking the   

lectern flying in trying to make our way through the church lit by just 

the candles we were carrying.  But the sheer joy of all the lights coming 

on and bursting into ‘Thine be the Glory’ is truly memorable.  

I was privileged to serve some time on the PCC and contribute to the 

life and development of the church.  I did chuckle in finding my new 

church in Upper Clatford is busily raising money to repair the church 

roof - I wonder where I’d experienced that before!   

Something that I’ve come to realise is that the church is not just the 

beautiful building on Taplow Green but what goes on inside and out in 

sharing our Christian beliefs and lives.  To me it is a real family that  

rejoices together, shares sadness and joy, and supports one another.   

When I first moved, I missed St Nic’s dreadfully and only then did I    

realise what a huge and important part of my life it had been for so 

long.  Moving home is a real time for looking forward to new challenges 

and adventures and reflecting on experiences and memories.  For me, 

St Nic’s fits in both of these boxes.  As I reflect on all the time I’ve 

spent in the choir, as a member of the PCC and part of the St Nic’s 

family, I am thankful that I can look forward to keeping in touch with 

this family and continuing my links with the choir as a visiting member.  

God bless you all.                                                                      

Jenny Harris 


