
• Open Wednesday: The first stage of a return to our Open     
Wednesday starts next Wednesday, (5th).  The church will be open 
from 12:00—1:00pm and there will be a lunchtime Eucharist at 
12:30.  All are welcome. 

• Christian Aid Week: This year, Christian Aid week is from 10th—
16th May.  Christian Aid has been under great 
strain in the last year.  We have put some       
information and a link to a video on our website.  
There will be more information in the pew 
leaflet next week. 

• Covid in India: In your prayers this week, please pray for India: 

 For God’s wisdom for political leaders to make the right       
decisions regarding using resources to reduce pain and   
suffering. 

 For medical supplies to be made available from all over the 
world 

 For families going through enormous pain of loss 

 For the hospital workers risking their own health to care for 
others 

 For the Church in India that it may be a source of strength. 

 

 

 

Services/Events next Week 
• Wednesday, 5th May: 12:30pm Midweek Eucharist at St Nicolas 

Church.  7:30pm Online Compline.  Email oliverjim1@sky.com if you 
would like to attend 

• Sunday, 9th May: 09:15 Holy Communion at St Anne’s Church, 
Dropmore.  10:45—Said Parish Eucharist at St Nicolas church,      
Taplow (and also live-streamed) 

Further information on St Nicolas Church Website: http://st-nicolas-taplow.org 

If you need to contact the Vicar, you can ring her on 01628 661182 or email her:           
janecresswell523@gmail.com 

Notices in the Pew Leaflet: If you have a notice or news for the  Pew Leaflet, please email 
it to Jim Oliver (oliverjim1@sky.com) by the end of the Wednesday preceding the Sunday 

                St Anne’s Church, Littleworth Common 

        St Nicolas’ Church, Taplow 

       5th Sunday of Easter 

         2nd May, 2021 

We are part of  

Faithful to God                       Caring for each other                          Serving the Community  

A very warm welcome to you for this said Eucharist, all subject to the   
restrictions necessary to keep us safe.  Our service at St Nicolas church is 
being live-streamed for people unable to attend church.  You will not be 
seen on camera even when you go up to  receive the sacrament. 

Collect (or Prayer for Today) 

Almighty God, who through your only-begotten Son Jesus Christ have 
overcome death and opened to us the gate of everlasting life: grant that, 
as by your grace going before us you put into our minds good desires, so 
by your continual help we may bring them to good effect; through Jesus 
Christ our risen Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

First Reading: Acts 8:26-40   Philip and the Ethiopian Eunuch 

An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to 
the road that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness 
road.)  So he got up and went.  Now there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a 
court official of the Candace, queen of the       
Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury.  He 
had come to Jerusalem to worship and was      
returning home; seated in his chariot, he was 
reading the prophet Isaiah.  Then the Spirit said 
to Philip, “Go over to this chariot and join it.”  So 
Philip ran up to it and heard him reading the 
prophet Isaiah.  He asked, “Do you understand 
what you are reading?”  He replied, “How can I, 
unless someone guides me?”  And he invited  
Philip to get in and sit beside him.  Now the    
passage of the scripture that he was reading was 
this: 



“Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, and like a lamb silent before 
its shearer, so he does not open his mouth.  In his humiliation justice 
was denied him.  Who can describe his generation?  For his life is taken 
away from the earth.” 

The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does the   
prophet say this, about himself or about someone else?”  Then Philip 
began to speak, and starting with this scripture, he proclaimed to him 
the good news about Jesus.  As they were    
going along the road, they came to some     
water; and the eunuch said, “Look, here is    
water!  What is to prevent me from being  
baptized?”  He commanded the chariot to 
stop, and both of them, Philip and the eunuch, 
went down into the water, and Philip baptized 
him.  When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord 
snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his 
way rejoicing.  But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he was passing 
through the region, he proclaimed the good news to all the towns until 
he came to Caesarea. 

The Gospel Reading: John 15:1-8   Jesus the True Vine 

“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower.  He removes    
every branch in me that bears no fruit.   
Every branch that bears fruit he prunes 
to make it bear more fruit.  You have 
already been cleansed by the word that 
I have spoken to you.  Abide in me as I 
abide in you.  Just as the branch cannot 
bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the 
vine, neither can you unless you abide 
in me.  I am the vine, you are the 
branches.  Those who abide in me and I 
in them bear much fruit, because apart 

from me you can do nothing.  Whoever does not abide in me is thrown 
away like a branch and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown 
into the fire, and burned.  If you abide in me, and my words abide in 
you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for you.  My Father 
is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my disciples. 

During the Communion: Now the Green Blade Riseth arr. Simon Lindley 
Now the green blade riseth, from the buried grain, 

Wheat that in dark earth many days has lain; 
Love lives again, that with the dead has been: 

Love is come again like wheat that springeth green. 
In the grave they laid Him, Love who had been slain, 

Thinking that He never would awake again, 
Laid in the earth like grain that sleeps unseen:  

Love is come again like wheat that springeth green. 
Forth He came at Easter, like the risen grain, 

Jesus who for three days in the grave had lain; 
Quick from the dead the risen One is seen: 

Love is come again like wheat that springeth green. 
When our hearts are wintry, grieving, or in pain, 

Thy touch can call us back to life again, 
Fields of our hearts that dead and bare have been:  
Love is come again like wheat that springeth green. 

Post Communion Prayer 

Eternal God, whose Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life: 

grant us to walk in his way, to rejoice in his truth, and to share his risen 
life; who is alive and reigns, now and for ever. 

 

News and Notices 

• Churchyard gardening party:  Last Thursday, Hilary and Tony led a 
group spending a few pleasant hours in the churchyard doing battle 
with brambles and ivy.  Hilary writes “We also had a chance to        
exchange some anecdotes and drink coffee in splendid surroundings.  
It is always a privilege to spend time in such a calming and peaceful 
place, and we were blessed with bright, 
dry weather.  We were fortunate to meet 
visitors who were delighted to find the 
church unlocked, as well as some new 
neighbours”.  A quick inspection of the 
churchyard will reassure you that there 
are still some brambles and ivy remain-
ing! Please feel free to continue the work 
if you can spare a little time. 

https://pixabay.com/vectors/gardening-tools-icon-icon-5570871/

