
 
From: HM Government/DofE 
GOVERNMENT GUIDELINES HAVE BEEN 
ISSUED FOR SCHOOL NATIVITY PLAYS 
Please note that in order to ensure        
children follow Covid safety procedures: 
 The Holy Family's journey to Bethlehem 
will NOT be mentioned, and neither will 
snide remarks be made about Dominic 

Cummings, eye tests or Barnard Castle. 
 'No room at the inn' will be replaced with 'accommodation was limited         

because of strict adherence to social distancing regulations.' 

 A maximum of THREE shepherds will be abiding in the fields keeping watch 
over their flocks by night. 

 Whilst 'a multitude of the heavenly host' may be permitted in heaven, it would 
be advisable to state that only 'a quintet of the heavenly host' are permitted in 
the vicinity of Bethlehem. 

 The shepherds visiting the stable must wear masks, use hand sanitising gel on 
arrival, and must depart before the wise men appear. 

 In respect of the wise men, references to 'the East' are wholly unacceptable, 
as are allusions to camels. 

 It must be clearly stated that the wise men have observed a period of         
quarantine before visiting the infant Jesus. 

 The wise men should therefore arrive in a traditional manner, but strictly one 
at a time: specifically (i) one in a taxi (ii) one in a car (iii) one on a scooter, 
blowing his hooter. 

 They should also wear masks, and practise hand hygiene on arrival. 

10. Gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh may NOT be brought into the stable. 
Instead it should be plainly said that the wise men will email a QR code to       
Joseph, so that their gifts can be collected from the nearest Amazon locker. 

[Courtesy of UK Ambulance Humour] 
 

 

Services/Events next Week 
•  St Nicolas Church, Taplow is open for private prayer on Wednesdays 

from 12 noon until 2 pm with a said Holy Communion service at 12:30. 

• Next Sunday (20th December) At St Nicolas Church, there will be a said 
Parish Eucharist at 10:45 and our Carol Service at 6:30pm 

• Our online Sunday worship offering continues on our website including 
the readings, reflection and prayers plus some lovely musical offerings 
plus links to the Diocesan and Church of England worship offerings. 

                St Anne’s Church, Littleworth Common 

        St Nicolas’ Church, Taplow 

      3rd Sunday of Advent 

Sunday, 13th December, 2020 

We are part of  

Faithful to God                       Caring for each other                          Serving the Community  

Welcome to this said Parish Holy Communion   Service subject to the    
restrictions necessary to keep us safe.   

Collect (or Prayer for Today) 

O Lord Jesus Christ, who at your first coming 
sent your messenger to prepare your way 
before you: grant that the ministers and 
stewards of your mysteries may likewise so 
prepare and make ready your way by turning 
the hearts of the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, that at your         
second coming to judge the world we may be found an acceptable     
people in your sight; for you are alive and reign with the Father in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

First Reading: 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 

Rejoice always, pray without     
ceasing, give thanks in all             
circumstances; for this is the will of 
God in Christ Jesus for you.  Do not 
quench the Spirit.  Do not despise 
the words of prophets, but test 
everything; hold fast to what is 
good; abstain from every form of 
evil. 

 

May the God of peace himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit 
and soul and body be kept sound and blameless at the coming of our 
Lord Jesus Christ.  The one who calls you is faithful, and he will do this. 

 



The Gospel Reading: John 1:6-8, 19-28.  

The Testimony of John the Baptist 

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a 
witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. He 
himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light.  

This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests and     
Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?”  He confessed and 
did not deny it, but confessed, “I am not the Messiah.” And they asked 

him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the 
prophet?” He answered, “No.” Then they said to him, “Who are you? 
Let us have an answer for those who sent us. What do you say about 
yourself?” He said, “I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, 
‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’” as the prophet Isaiah said. 

 

Now they had been sent from the Pharisees.  They asked him, “Why 
then are you baptizing if you are neither the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor 
the prophet?” John answered them, “I baptize with water. Among you 
stands one whom you do not know, the one who is coming after me; I 
am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandal.” This took place in 
Bethany across the Jordan where John was baptizing. 

Post Communion Prayer 

We give you thanks, O Lord, for these heavenly gifts; kindle in us the fire 
of your Spirit that when your Christ comes again we may shine as lights 
before his face; who is alive and reigns now and for ever.  

 

This Week’s News and Notices 

 Silent Auction for a baby quilt: The silent auction has now finished 
and the outcomes will be announced on Sunday.  Thank you so much-
for your support and thank you Jenny, for the beautiful quilt! 

 Our Carol Service: Next Sunday evening (6:30pm), we are holding our 
Carol Service with six readings telling the 
Christmas story and an augmented choir 
singing six Christmas carols.  There is also the 
opportunity to join in singing four carols    
outside at the end of the service.  Do come 
along to feel the true joy of Christmas. 
 

 Our Christmas Shop: Up until 
Christmas, we are selling the 
fascinating new book about 
the people of Taplow, Church 
Christmas Cards and a wide 
range of items made from  
local woods (including oak 
from our church).  There is a 
selection in church after our 
morning service at St Nicolas but if you would like to see more and 
buy any of these things, do call in at our “Shop Through The           
Window” at Jim and Carole’s house on River Road, 50 yards past the 
white gate—you can’t miss it! 

 Comfort and Joy: This lovely Church of England initiative offers  
weekly reflections during Advent which can be 
emailed to you.  Then from Christmas Day to 2nd 
January, there will be a daily act of worship       
exploring a Bible reading and a familiar carol.  For 
full details, go to www.churchofengland.org/
ComfortAndJoy 

 


