
Services/Events next Week 
• St Anne’s Church Dropmore: is open for private prayer by appointment. 

There is now a said Holy Communion service at 9:15am on the second 
and fourth Sunday in the month. 

•  St Nicolas Church is open for private prayer on Wednesdays from 12 
noon until 2 pm with a said Holy Communion service at 12:30. 

• Next Sunday (4th October) at St Nicolas Church, there will be a said 
Parish Eucharist at 10:45am subject to restrictions. 

• Our online Sunday worship offering continues on our website including 
the readings, reflection and prayers plus some lovely musical offerings. 

Further information on St Nicolas Church Website: http://st-nicolas-taplow.org 

If you need to contact the Vicar, you can ring her on 01628 661182 or email her:           
janecresswell523@gmail.com 

Notices in the Pew Leaflet: If you have a notice or news for the  Pew Leaflet, please email 
it to Jim Oliver (oliverjim1@sky.com) by the end of the Wednesday preceding the Sunday 

There has been no “average” experience of lockdown.  
As someone put it, we’ve all been on the same river 
but in different boats – something definitely worth 
remembering.  Kindness is invincible!  8 out of 10  
people have gone out of their way to do something 
kind for somebody else and the same proportion have 
been a recipient of unexpected kindness.  Two-thirds 
of people have taken up a new hobby or pastime they 
hope to continue – from virtual ballet and qigong(!) 
classes to lots more exercise and gardening.  And, 
encouragingly, 9-out-of-10 people are optimistic 
about their local communities emerging stronger as a  
result of the shared lockdown experience.  Let’s keep 
looking out for each other. [From the “Cook”      
Newsletter] 
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Welcome to this said Parish Holy Communion Service subject to the       
restrictions necessary to keep us safe.  Have you noticed when you arrive 
that Marion records everyone attending.  Please queue patiently to be 

noted as present as you come into church.  If you slip past whilst Marion 
is taking down the details of someone new, we risk having incomplete 

test and trace details and so break the law.  Thank you for your patience. 

Collect (or Prayer for Today) 

O Lord, we beseech you mercifully to hear the prayers of your people 
who call upon you; and grant that they may both perceive and know 
what things they ought to do, and also may have grace and power     
faithfully to fulfil them; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is 
alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and for ever. 

First Reading: Philippians 2: 1-13  Imitating Christ’s Humility 

If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, 
any sharing in the Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, make my joy 
complete: be of the same mind, having the same love, being in full       
accord and of one mind.  Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but 
in humility regard others as better than yourselves.  Let each of you look 
not to your own interests, but to the interests of others.  Let the same 
mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form 
of God, did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, 
but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in human  
likeness.  And being found in human form, he humbled himself and      
became obedient to the point of death—even death on a cross.        
Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is 
above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, 



in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue should 
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in 
my presence, but much more now in my absence, work out your own  
salvation with fear and trembling; for it is God who is at work in you, 
enabling you both to will and to work for his good pleasure. 

The Gospel: Matthew 21:23-32   The Authority of Jesus Questioned 

When he entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the 
people came to him as he was teaching, and said, “By what authority 
are you doing these things, and who gave you this authority?” Jesus 
said to them, “I will also ask you one question; if you tell me the         
answer, then I will also tell you by what authority I do these things. Did 
the baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of human origin?” 
And they argued with one another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will 
say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ But if we say, ‘Of human 
origin,’ we are afraid of the crowd; for all regard John as a prophet.” So 
they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither 
will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things. 

“What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, 
‘Son, go and work in the vineyard today.’ He    
answered, ‘I will not’; but later he changed his 
mind and went. The father went to the second 
and said the same; and he answered, ‘I go, sir’; 
but he did not go. Which of the two did the will 
of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said 
to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and 
the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of 
God ahead of you. For John came to you in the 

way of righteousness and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors 
and the prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw it, you did not 
change your minds and believe him. 

Post Communion Prayer 

Almighty God, you have taught us through your Son that love is the   
fulfilling of the law: grant that we may love you with our whole heart 
and our neighbours as ourselves; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

This Week’s News and Notices 

 APCM Report: In preparation for the APCM (18th October), a copy of 
this report is now available for everyone on the electoral roll.  Please 
collect your envelope outside church at the end of this service. 

 Macmillan Coffee Morning: The sun shone on Friday and a lovely 
time was enjoyed by all in the sheltered south side of the churchyard 
raising over £300 for MacMillan.  Many thanks to all who came and 
baked to make it such a successful event. 

 Harvest Thanksgiving: Our Harvest Festival Service is next Sunday 
(4th October).  Whilst we can’t sing ‘Come ye 
thankful people, come, raise the song of       
harvest-home’, we can give thanks for all the 
fruits of God’s creation and respond to the 
needs of our world today – and there will be a 
choral contribution from members of our choir.  
This year, we are asking for donations for the 
Slough Foodbank. Their current ‘wishlist’ for 

donations is FOOD: Sponge Puddings, Tinned Fruit, Instant mash, 
Jam.  TOILETRIES: Washing up liquid, Laundry tablets, Shaving Gel.  
They do NOT need soup, baked beans, tinned fish, pasta sauce, milk 
or coffee (overstocked at present).  They have created a wish list with 
Easho, which enables you to buy online the items they need.  You go 
to https://www.easho.org.uk/apps/giftregistry/registry/102974.  
There will be something for children in our online offerings for       
Harvest.  Sadly, we can’t have a shared harvest lunch together after 
the service but perhaps we can all think about having something    
special for lunch at home! 

 Taste of Taplow: Have you been in touch with Tony yet to change 
your recipe in the forthcoming new book?  He needs to know by the 
end of this month (ie by next Wednesday) so that the book can be 
completed in time to produce it before Christmas.  We still need 
some local sponsorship for the printing costs too; any ideas? 

 New Members for PCC: It is an exciting time to be involved in      
steering our Church’s mission in our community.  The pandemic has 
made the whole church think afresh about it’s mission and purpose 
and we are part of this.  Would you like to contribute your thoughts 
and ideas as we plan our future together?  Please do consider this 
and talk to Jane or any member of the PCC about it.   


