
Services/Events next Week 
We are taking the re-introduction of corporate worship in our two  
churches very slowly and carefully. In this coming week: 

• St Anne’s Church Dropmore: is open for private prayer by              
appointment. 

• St Nicolas Church will continue to be open for private prayer 
on Wednesdays from 12 noon until 2 pm. 

• You can join in Wednesday Compline which continues each week on 
Zoom: 8:45 for 9:00pm; it lasts about 20 minutes.  If you would like 
to come, just drop Jim a line on oliverjim1@sky.com and he will 
send you the link; it never fails to give us all a lift. 

• St Nicolas Church will be open for a further said Parish Eucharist at 
10:45am next Sunday (19th) subject to restrictions. 

• For the time being, our online Sunday worship offering is             
continuing on our website and our Diocese continues to offer a    
Sunday ‘Church at Home’ service at 10:00am at oxford.anglican.org/
livestream  (You can also download the order of service). 

Further information on St Nicolas Church Website: http://st-nicolas-taplow.org 

If you need to contact the Vicar, you can ring her on 01628 661182 or email her:           
janecresswell523@gmail.com 

Notices in the Pew Leaflet: If you have a notice or news for the  Pew Leaflet, please email 
it to Jim Oliver (oliverjim1@sky.com) by the end of the Wednesday preceding the Sunday 

As we nervously take our faltering steps forward as a church parish   

community, these words of Teilhard de Chardin may be a useful          

reminder to us. 

The Path of no Arrival 

Above all, trust in the slow work of God. 

We are quite naturally impatient in everything to reach the end    
without delay 

We should like to skip the intermediate stages. 

We are impatient of being on the way to something unknown,     
something new.   

And yet it is the law of all progress that it is made by passing through 
some stages of instability—and that it may take a very long time. 
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Welcome to our said Parish Holy Communion Service subject to the       
restrictions necessary to keep us safe.   

Collect (or Prayer for Today) 

Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of the 
Church is governed and sanctified: hear our prayer which we offer for all 
your faithful people, that in their vocation and ministry they may serve 
you in holiness and truth to the glory of your name; through our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

First Reading: Romans 8:1-11   Life in the Spirit 

There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ   
Jesus.  For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from 
the law of sin and of death.  For God has done what the law, weakened 
by the flesh, could not do: by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful 
flesh, and to deal with sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, so that the just 
requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to 
the flesh but according to the Spirit.  For those who live according to the 
flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live        
according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit.  To set 
the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and 
peace.  For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; 
it does not submit to God’s law—indeed it cannot, and those who are in 
the flesh cannot please God. 

But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God 
dwells in you.  Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not 
belong to him.  But if Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of 
sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness.  If the Spirit of him who 



raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the 
dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that 
dwells in you. 

The Gospel: Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23   The Parable of the Sower 

That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea.  
Such great crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat 
there, while the whole crowd stood on the beach.  And he told them 
many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to sow.  And 
as he sowed, some seeds fell on 
the path, and the birds came and 
ate them up.  Other seeds fell on 
rocky ground, where they did not 
have much soil, and they sprang 
up quickly, since they had no 
depth of soil.  But when the sun 
rose, they were scorched; and 
since they had no root, they    
withered away.  Other seeds fell 
among thorns, and the thorns 
grew up and choked them.  Other 
seeds fell on good soil and 
brought forth grain, some a 
hundredfold, some sixty, some 
thirty.  Let anyone with ears      
listen!” 

“Hear then the parable of the 
sower.  When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does not   
understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in 
the heart; this is what was sown on the path.  As for what was sown on 
rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and immediately    
receives it with joy; yet such a person has no root, but endures only for 
a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on account of the 
word, that person immediately falls away.  As for what was sown 
among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of the 
world and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing.  But 
as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word 
and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a 
hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.” 

Post Communion Prayer 

Grant, O Lord, we beseech you, that the course of this world may be so 
peaceably ordered by your governance, that your Church may joyfully 
serve you in all godly quietness; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 
 

This Week’s News and Notices 

 Holiday Opportunities for children and young people: The      
enormously popular and much loved Burnham Lighthouse project 
cannot take place this year but there are two replacement          
opportunities happening over the first two weeks of the summer. 
1. ‘Lighthouse Live’ Monday 27th to Friday 31st July, 10.00 to 
11.00am & 4.00 to 5.00pm plus something for young people each 
evening that week.  Details: https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=g5cQaF0dmLc&feature=youtu.be 
2. ‘Virtual Holiday Club’ Monday 3rd to Friday 7th August 
9.00am  & 5.00pm.  Details: https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=sMT2XubuOx0 

 Masks: We still have a 
good selection of colours and 
patterns available in adult and 
child sizes if you would like one 
for yourself or for friends and 
family.  Simply ring or email 
Jane with your order;            
suggested donation is £5. 
 Lavender: Please don’t 
forget that if you are growing 
lavender in your garden and 
are not intending to use the 
flowers when they finish, we 
would like you to bring them to 
church.  Hilary has the wonder-
ful idea of drying them to make 
some lavender bags to raise 
more money for church funds.  
 
  


