
Services/Events next Week 
We are taking the re-introduction of corporate worship in our two  
churches very slowly and carefully. In this coming week: 

• St Anne’s Church Dropmore: is open for private prayer by              
appointment. 

• St Nicolas Church will continue to be open for private prayer 
on Wednesdays from 12 noon until 2 pm. 

• You can join in Wednesday Compline which continues each week on 
Zoom: 8:45 for 9:00pm; it lasts about 20 minutes.  If you would like 
to come, just drop Jim a line on oliverjim1@sky.com and he will 
send you the link; it never fails to give us all a lift. 

• St Nicolas Church will be open for a further Parish Eucharist at 
10:45am next Sunday (12th) subject to restrictions. 

• For the time being, our online Sunday worship offering is             
continuing on our website and our Diocese continues to offer a    
Sunday ‘Church at Home’ service at 10:00am at oxford.anglican.org/
livestream  (You can also download the order of service). 

Further information on St Nicolas Church Website: http://st-nicolas-taplow.org 

If you need to contact the Vicar, you can ring her on 01628 661182 or email her:           
janecresswell523@gmail.com 

Notices in the Pew Leaflet: If you have a notice or news for the  Pew Leaflet, please email 
it to Jim Oliver (oliverjim1@sky.com) by the end of the Wednesday preceding the Sunday 

A Prayer for all those facing unemployment 

O Lord, we hold in our hearts all those who are suddenly losing their 

employment during this pandemic and for all those who have             

dependence on them.  Be with those who, at the height of their powers, 

have been deprived of their jobs and whose lives now lack an obvious 

pattern, a routine, a challenge.  

Give hope to all those facing unwelcome futures; give them wisdom and 

imagination to plan new patterns of work that no one may feel useless, 

unproductive or unfulfilled.  Most of all, give them the strength to find 

ways to face the future with confidence knowing that they have much to 

offer. 

Lord, have mercy on those in trouble, sorrow and great need.   Amen. 
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Welcome back to church for this Eucharistic service subject to the           
restrictions necessary to keep us safe.  It is a real milestone on our       

journey forward: Thanks be to God; Alleluia.  

Collect (or Prayer for Today) 

O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without whom nothing is 
strong, nothing is holy: increase and multiply upon us your mercy; that 
with you as our ruler and guide we may so pass through things temporal 
that we lose not our hold on things eternal; grant this, heavenly Father, 
for our Lord Jesus Christ’s sake, who is alive and reigns with you, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

First Reading: Romans 7: 15-25 

I do not understand my own actions.  For I do not do what I want, but I 
do the very thing I hate.  Now if I do what I do not want, I agree that the 
law is good.  But in fact it is no longer I that do it, but sin that dwells  
within me.  For I know that nothing good 
dwells within me, that is, in my flesh.  I can 
will what is right, but I cannot do it.  For I do 
not do the good I want, but the evil I do not 
want is what I do.  Now if I do what I do not 
want, it is no longer I that do it, but sin that 
dwells within me. 

So I find it to be a law that when I want to do what is good, evil lies close 
at hand.  For I delight in the law of God in my inmost self, but I see in my 
members another law at war with the law of my mind, making me      
captive to the law of sin that dwells in my members.  Wretched man that 
I am!  Who will rescue me from this body of death?  Thanks be to God 
through Jesus Christ our Lord! 



The Gospel: Matthew 11: 16-19, 25-30 

“But to what will I compare this generation?  It is like children sitting in 
the marketplaces and calling to one another, ‘We played the flute for 
you, and you did not dance; we wailed, and you did not mourn.’ 

For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a 
demon’; the Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look, 
a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!’ Yet  
wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.” 

At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, 
because you have hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent 
and have revealed them to infants; yes, Father, for such was your     
gracious will.  All things have been handed over to me by my Father; 
and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the 
Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal 
him. 

“Come to me, all you that are weary and are  
carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.  
Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I 
am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find 
rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my 
burden is light.” 

Post Communion Prayer 

Eternal God, comfort of the afflicted and healer of the broken, you have 
fed us at the table of life and hope: teach us the ways of gentleness and 
peace, that all the world may acknowledge the kingdom of your Son 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

This Week’s News and Notices 

 Vicar’s lunches and suppers: Thank you to all those who came to 
the curry evening and the “It’s not Wimbledon” Coronation  
Chicken lunch and supper in June.  Through your generosity we 
raised over £335 for St Nicolas as well as enjoying good food,  
conversation and company in the Rectory garden in a safe         
environment.  Watch this space for a Mediterranean themed 
event at the end of July.  Numbers will again be capped at 6      
unless government guidelines change and there will be vegetarian 

and gluten free options available.  We may not be travelling 
abroad this summer but we can still enjoy delicious Mediterranean 
cuisine! 

 Masks: Donations for the beautiful 
reusable, washable masks have 
already raised over £400 in June 
for St Nicolas Church.  A huge 
thank you to Jenny Harris and   
Hilary Monaghan for all their hard 
work in creating these. We still 
have a good selection of colours 
and patterns available in adult and 
child sizes if you would like one for 
yourself or for friends and family.  
Simply ring or email Jane with your 
order; suggested donation is £5. 

 Lavender: Is your lavender        
particularly lovely at the moment? 
If so, please pay attention to this 
request!  If you are growing lavender in your garden and are not 
intending to use the flowers when they finish, please would you 
harvest them and bring them to church?  Hilary has the wonderful 
idea of drying them to make some lavender bags to raise more 
money for church funds.  More about this in due course; the      
important thing now is to make sure we collect the flowers! 

 Those under stress in our community:  With limited                  
communication between us all, it 
may be that you become aware of 
local people suffering from illness, 
bereavement, unemployment and 
related stress.  If you are aware of 
anyone who especially needs our 
prayers or perhaps some contact 
with Jane or Suzanne, please don’t 
hesitate to email Jane. 

 
 

 
 


