This Week’s News and Notices
 Service of Nine Lessons and Carols: Our sincere thanks to our
wonderful choir and everyone else involved in the Carol Service last
Sunday. It was a lovely occasion for everyone who came.
 Christmas at St Nicolas Church: Thanks also to all those involved in
making our church look so attractive for Christmas.
 … and more thanks: Jane and Clive thank all those who have sent
them individual Christmas greetings and wish everyone at St Anne's
and St Nicolas a Joyful Christmas and a Peaceful New Year.
 Open Wednesdays: Our Wednesday open days will resume on
Wednesday, 10th January from 12.00 to 15.00 (Service at 12.30)
A Christmas Prayer
Jesus, the Light of the World, as we celebrate your birth, may we
begin to see the world in the light of the understanding you give us.
As you chose the lowly, the outcasts, and the poor to receive the
greatest news the world had ever known, so may we worship you
in meekness of heart. May we also remember our brothers and
sisters less fortunate than ourselves in this season of giving. Amen

Next Week’s Services
Monday, 25th December—Christmas Day
10.00am.: Joint Christmas Family Communion at St Nicolas Church
Sunday, 31st December—Christmas 1
09.15: Matins at St Anne’s Church, Dropmore
10.45: Holy Communion at St Nicolas Church, Taplow

Further information on St Nicolas Church Website: http://st-nicolas-taplow.org
If you need to contact the Vicar, you can ring her on 01628 661182 or email her:
janecresswell523@gmail.com
Notices in the Pew Leaflet: If you have a notice or news for the Pew Leaflet, please
email it to Jim Oliver (oliverjim1@sky.com) by the end of the Wednesday preceding the
Sunday date you want it in. This leaflet is on the website from the Friday preceding
each Sunday.
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Welcome to our service today and a very Happy Christmas
4th Sunday in Advent (Sunday Morning): Collect (or Prayer for Today)
God our redeemer, who prepared the Blessed Virgin Mary to be the mother of
your Son: grant that, as she looked for his coming as our saviour, so we may be
ready to greet him when he comes again as our judge; who is alive and reigns
with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.
First Reading: 2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16 God’s Promise to David
After the king was settled in his palace and the Lord had given him rest from all
his enemies around him, he said to Nathan the prophet, “Here I am, living in a
house of cedar, while the ark of God remains in a tent.” Nathan replied to the
king, “Whatever you have in mind, go ahead and do it, for the Lord is with you.”
But that night the word of the Lord came to Nathan, saying: “Go and tell my
servant David, ‘This is what the Lord says: Are you the one to build me a house
to dwell in? I have not dwelt in a house from the day I brought the Israelites up
out of Egypt to this day. I have been moving from place to place with a tent as
my dwelling. Wherever I have moved with all the Israelites, did I ever say to any
of their rulers whom I commanded to shepherd my people Israel, “Why have
you not built me a house of cedar?”’
“Now then, tell my servant David, ‘This is what the Lord Almighty says: I took
you from the pasture, from tending the flock, and appointed you ruler over my
people Israel. I have been with you wherever you have gone, and I have cut off
all your enemies from before you. Now I will make your name great, like the
names of the greatest men on earth. And I will provide a place for my people
Israel and will plant them so that they can have a home of their own and no
longer be disturbed. Wicked people will not oppress them anymore, as they did
at the beginning and have done ever since the time I appointed leaders over my
people Israel. I will also give you rest from all your enemies.

“‘The Lord declares to you that the Lord himself will establish a housefor you:
Your house and your kingdom will endure forever before me; your throne will
be established forever.’”
The Gospel: Luke 1:26-38 The Birth of Jesus Foretold
In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to
Nazareth, a town in Galilee, to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named
Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. The angel went
to her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly favoured! The Lord is with
you.”
Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting
this might be. But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have
found favour with God. You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are
to call him Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most
High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David, and he will
reign over Jacob’s descendants forever; his kingdom will never end.” “How
will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?” The angel answered,
“The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God. Even
Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in her old age, and she who was
said to be unable to conceive is in her sixth month. For no word from God will
ever fail.” “I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to me
be fulfilled.” Then the angel left her.
Post Communion Prayer
Heavenly Father, who chose the Blessed Virgin Mary to be the mother of the
promised saviour: fill us your servants with your grace, that in all things we
may embrace your holy will and with her rejoice in your salvation; through
Jesus Christ our Lord.

Midnight Mass (Sunday Evening): Collect (or Prayer for Today)
Eternal God, who made this most holy night to shine with the brightness of
your one true light: bring us, who have known the revelation of that light on
earth, to see the radiance of your heavenly glory; through Jesus Christ your
Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.

First Reading: Isaiah 52:7-10
How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of those who bring good news,
who proclaim peace, who bring good tidings, who proclaim salvation, who
say to Zion, “Your God reigns!”
Listen! Your watchmen lift up their voices; together they shout for joy.
When the Lord returns to Zion, they will see it with their own eyes.
Burst into songs of joy together, you ruins of Jerusalem, for the Lord has
comforted his people, he has redeemed Jerusalem. The Lord will lay bare
his holy arm in the sight of all the nations, and all the ends of the earth will
see the salvation of our God.
The Gospel: John 1:1-14 The Word Became Flesh
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word
was God. He was with God in the beginning. Through him all things were
made; without him nothing was made that has been made. In him was
life, and that life was the light of all mankind. The light shines in the
darkness, and the darkness has not it.
There was a man sent from God whose name was John. He came as a
witness to testify concerning that light, so that through him all might
believe. He himself was not the light; he came only as a witness to the light.
The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world. He
was in the world, and though the world was made through him, the world
did not recognize him. He came to that which was his own, but his own did
not receive him. Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his
name, he gave the right to become children of God—children born not of
natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God.
The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his
glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of
grace and truth.
Post Communion Prayer
God our Father, in this night you have made known to us again the coming
of our Lord Jesus Christ: confirm our faith and fix our eyes on him until the
day dawns and Christ the Morning Star rises in our hearts. To him be glory
both now and for ever.

